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Acts 16:16-34; Ps 97; Rev 22:12-14,16-17,20-21 

 

 Jesus prayed for his disciples, and then he said. "I ask not only on 

behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through 

their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in 

you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent 

me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be 

one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become 

completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have 

loved them even as you have loved me." 

 Jesus prayed, "...on behalf of those who will believe in me through" [the 

disciples' word].  That's us.  And Jesus prayed this, "...so that the world may 

believe that you have sent me."  And the unity that Jesus asks for, between 

the disciples, between us as Jesus' followers - which is to mimic the unity that 

Jesus and the Father enjoy - this Jesus asks for "so that the world may know."  

Know what?  Know that God the Father sent Jesus, and know that God the 

Father loves us just like he loves Jesus. 

 Believe.  Those who believe.  So the world will believe. 

 In our reading from the Acts of the Apostles today we read that Paul and 
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Silas are sprung from prison by an earthquake as they had been praying and 

singing in their cell, and the guard, who is ready to commit suicide because 

he assumes he has lost his prisoners finds out that everybody is still there, so 

in disbelief and gratitude he falls at Paul's feet and asks, "What must I do to 

be saved?"  Paul's answer?  "Believe - believe on the Lord Jesus and you will 

be saved - you and your household." 

 Believe. 

 So do you?  Do you believe in Jesus?  [Now, I know a least a couple of 

you are thinking, "Uh oh - Father Greg is going off the deep end - he's 

turning all evangelical on us."]  Well, in the first place, "evangelical" is not a 

dirty word, and in the second place, it was we Anglicans that started 

preaching that message in that way back in the first Great Awakening, before 

there were any Methodists or anybody else doing it.  Talking about faith in 

Jesus Christ is OUR message - it is the basic Christian message - it is the 

Gospel message that we have direct access to God because Jesus Christ has 

made it available, and there is no other way to get it.  that was the message in 

the beginning of the Church, and it is still the message.  It is Good News 

because in the end it is the only thing that human beings need, it is what the 
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whole Creation needs, and it is what God wants, and has always wanted - and 

those things did not go together until Jesus made it possible for us. 

 Do you believe in Jesus?  It seems like kind of an odd question at first - 

almost a superficial question, and some people take it that way.  Do you 

believe in aliens?  Do you believe in Bigfoot?  Do you believe in the Easter 

Bunny?  It kind of seems like that kind of question at first, but the question, 

"Do you believe in Jesus?" is not just asking, "Do you believe that Jesus 

exists - or that he existed?"  It goes way deeper than that.  

 When we ask the question, "Do you believe in Jesus?" what it means is, 

"Do you believe that Jesus is who he claims to be; do you believe he is who 

and what the rest of the Bible claims that he is; and do you believe that he is 

your salvation - that he connects you to the God who created you, that he 

loves you, that he lived and died for you, among millions of people, because 

God did not want to throw you away - do you trust Jesus Christ as your 

Savior?"  It's not just about facts - it's about relationship. 

 So...do you?  Do you believe in Jesus?  People who met him just knew, 

because he touched them and healed them.  He still does that, but time and 

people and books and probably a little too much thinking on our part has 
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made it seem like some big philosophical and political question.  So we think 

because we are intelligent and educated we have to think seriously about this 

thing, and we want all the evidence, like we are qualified to put God on trial 

in a court case.  It's not a big question - and our opinion is not that important.  

It's simple.  Believing in Jesus, is believing that everything that exists can and 

should be restored to the way it was meant to be in the beginning.  It doesn't 

matter if you think evolution is the way God created everything over what 

seems like a long time to us, or that God did it all in one very busy week - 

Jesus includes it all in himself.  It doesn't matter if you think other religions 

might have some truth to them - the fact is if people are going to be saved 

and be with God for eternity, it is because JESUS made it possible - he might 

just have enough grace to go around even for people who believe the wrong 

things (and I guarantee you everybody believes some wrong things - Jesus 

includes it all in himself.  It doesn't matter if you think rock-n-roll is evil and 

shouldn't be in the church, or if you think classical music is stupid and boring 

and shouldn't be in the church - Jesus includes it all in himself. 

 Do you believe the beginning of the Gospel of John?  "In the beginning 

was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.  He was 
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in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him and 

without him not one thing came into being." Do you believe the letter to the 

Colossians?  "He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

Creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things 

visible and things invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers 

- all things have been created through him and for him.  He himself is before 

all things, and in him all things hold together."   

 How about Paul's first letter to the Corinthians? "I remind you, brothers 

and sisters of the Good News I proclaimed to you, which you in turn 

received, in which you also stand, through which also you are being saved, if 

you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you.... for I handed on to 

you as of first importance what I in turn had received; that Christ died for our 

sins in accordance with the scriptures." Or Paul's second letter to the 

Corinthians, "If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; everything old 

has passed away; see, everything has become new!  All this is from God who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ, and he has passed on to us the 

ministry of reconciliation.  In Christ, God was reconciling the world unto 

himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting this 
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message of reconciliation to us.....He made him who knew no sin, to be sin 

for our sake, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God." 

 I could go on all day, but I won’t.  But believing these things still 

amount to just believing, or making mental assent to a list of facts or of 

claims.  And faith is a lot more than just believing that certain things are true.  

Knowing the right stuff does not save you.  Yale and Notre Dame liturgical 

professor, Aidan Kavanagh used to tell his students, "I hope just because you 

know a lot about Jesus and the Church and liturgy, that you are not suffering 

under the delusion that it makes you a good Christian.  Knowledge and faith 

are two different things.  Knowing about faith, and having faith are very 

different.  Knowledge will not save you, but faith will both save you and 

change your life." 

 Knowing the Good News is a start, but we need to make that next move 

to trusting the Good News - to realizing that we need to rely on that Good 

News, that we can put our whole weight on it as if it were a chair; that we can 

lean against it because it is a strong wall that will not move; that we can walk 

in faith with confidence, like we were walking down an asphalt road at night 

with confidence, knowing it will always be there under our next step. 
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 Salvation is not a product you can put in a shoe box and stick on a shelf 

in your closet, "Okay, I got it - check that one off," and all that matters is that 

you own it.  No....salvation is a by-product of a living relationship.  The fact 

that belief is like sitting on a chair, or leaning against a wall, or walking 

down a road in the dark, means that you are actively involved in maintaining 

that relationship, and you trust that the chair, or wall, or road - or in this case, 

person, is also actively involved and will not let you down by disappearing or 

collapsing. 

 So maybe the real question we should have started with is not "are you 

saved?", or even "Do you believe," but, "do you have that ongoing 

relationship with God in Christ - that relationship that makes you one with 

God?"  And if you do, then you can be sure that you are saved. 

 Believing is not naiveté.  You don't have to suspend the use of your 

intellectual faculties in order to believe.  Believe me - I'm not naive or stupid 

or ignorant, and I would not be wasting my time as a priest unless I knew 

absolutely that what I am doing is working in and through and for Jesus 

Christ himself, because of what he has done, and because of what he is doing, 

and not because somebody told me - but because I know it's true.  I know it is 
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the most solid truth there is.  I don't just know about Jesus, or about the faith 

- I know Jesus, and Jesus knows me - and he loves me anyway.  He speaks to 

me, he touches me, he urges me to do some things and not to do other things, 

and he looks back at me through YOUR eyes.  We can all know what that's 

like.  Priests are not special.  He's available - Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 This what Paul and Silas revealed to that prison guard and his family 

the day of that earthquake.  This is the faith that Jesus prayed FOR US to 

have, because he knew if we really had it, unity might just be possible.  We 

might just be able to share his Good News with others. 

 If you are not sure whether you truly believe in Jesus but you know you 

want to, or if you feel that strange desire - that new and unfamiliar but power-

ful draw, the thing you should do next is easy.  Trust him.  Trust him and be-

lieve in him.  You can rely on him, so just do it.  Ask forgiveness for your 

sins, even if you don't know what they are - because none of us really know 

the depth of all our sin or his it separates us from God and his love for us - 

just ask forgiveness and say, "Jesus, save me.  I want you.  I want to be with 

you.  I am yours.  Thank you.  Help me to draw closer to you every day for as 

long as I live."   
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 The Spirit and the bride say, "Come."  And let everyone who hears say, 

"Come."  And let everyone who is thirsty come.  Let anyone who wishes take 

the water of life as a gift. 

 The one who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." 

Amen.  Come quickly, Lord Jesus. 

 


